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Again some features in ontogeny do not occur in the same order as they .do during phylogeny, e.g. teeth were evolved before tongues, in phylogeny.  Yet during ontogeny, tongues appear before teeth.  Von Baer stressed the primary influence of ontogeny on phylogeny.  He stated: (1) That embryos of a given form increasingly diverge from any other definite forms, and do not pass through the same stages as they; (2) That the embryo of a given form does not resemble the adult of any other form, but only the embryo.  Von Baer’s theory is receiving confirmation in the light of present day knowledge.
There are many cases where features present only in the young stages of the ancestor appear in the adult stages of the descendant.  Thus an animal is considered an adult when its gonads are fully developed.  But if the gonad forming genes work at an unusually fast rate, the animal will be sexually mature while other parts of the body are undeveloped.  Another case of this kind has already been cited, i.e. the relative appearance of teeth and tongue.
If one part of the body quickly matures while another part is still in an undeveloped stage, a Neotenous condition is brought about.  Many features in adult man occur in the embryonic stages of the ape, e.g. the hairlessness of the body, the relatively heavy brain, the position of the foramen magnum, and the retarded closing of the sutures in the skull.  In other words, these adult features of Man are due to the relative retardation of some of the somatic cells compared with the normal development of the reproductive cells during the early stages of Man’s ancestors.
All the work done by Darwin and Lamarck and others did not bring us any nearer to solving the problem of the cause of evolution, they merely collected a mass of facts all pointing to one fact—Evolution.  But new knowledge is gradually spreading a glimmer of light over it.
H. Ballinger (VIa).

A Parody on Mr. W. H. Davies’s “Leisure”
(With apologies to the poet).

What is this life if, full or work,
We have no time to sit and shirk ?
No time to stand against the wall
And wait for that which will befall.
No time to falter or delay,
We are unhappy every day.
No time to walk down lonely paths,
Instead, we have to study Maths.
No time to lounge upon a bench,
Instead, we have to study French.
No time to stare with eyes agog,
Instead, we have to study Geog.
A poor life this if, full of work,
We have no time to sit and shirk.
R. Price (VIa.)

